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Caterham School - Child Student Visa

Visa Sponsorship and Immigration Compliance

Caterham School is proud to be a licensed sponsor under the Student and Child Student visa routes, fully complying with UK immigration laws to ensure our pupils can study in the UK without any issues. We are committed to supporting pupils and families through the visa process, ensuring that every student has the necessary permission to study at Caterham throughout their academic journey.

We take our duties as sponsors for educational visas very seriously. Recent changes to the expectations of sponsors by UK Visa and Immigration (UKVI) require us to be aware of the immigration status of every day and boarding pupil, regardless of nationality. You will be required to share a copy of your child’s passport with us and visa or biometric information, if relevant, on application. This enables us to comply fully with our responsibilities as a visa sponsor. The information you provide will be stored and processed confidentially and securely in accordance with the UK Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA 2018) and the School’s Privacy Notice.

Parents applying for a Child Student visa for their child are expected to adhere closely to the school's visa guidance. Failure to do so may result in processing delays, which could affect the child's ability to start their studies as planned.

In certain situations, Caterham School may need to seek legal advice regarding a pupil’s immigration status or documentation. If this occurs, the school reserves the right to recover any associated legal costs from the parent(s) or fee payer. Should parents require independent legal advice, they will be responsible for covering those costs themselves.

We take the safeguarding of all students extremely seriously. The movements of sponsored students are closely monitored and managed by the boarding houses in accordance with the school’s safeguarding procedures and UKVI’s Student Sponsor Guidance.


Eligibility for a Child Student Visa

Those who are not British or Irish citizens, or who do not hold other valid permissions to stay in the UK, must apply for a Child Student visa. Please note that we can only sponsor Full or Weekly boarding pupils. We do not sponsor Day or Half-weekly boarding pupils.

Visa Application Process

As per UK government guidance, to begin the visa application process, the visa applicant must:

· Hold an unconditional offer of a place from Caterham School.
· Provide evidence that their parent(s) have sufficient funds to cover tuition and boarding fees for one academic year.
· Submit consent from their parent or guardian for them to study in the UK, which will be required during the visa application process.
 
Upon acceptance of the offer, Caterham School's Admissions Department will complete the necessary checks to ensure the pupil meets the Child Student visa requirements. We will then provide the parent(s) with a Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) reference number, which will be used to apply for the visa.
The timing of the application depends on whether the family is applying from inside or outside the UK.
Applying from outside the UK:
· Those applying from outside the UK can submit their visa application up to six months before the course start date, and they will typically receive a decision within three weeks.

Applying from inside the UK:

· Those applying from inside the UK can apply up to three months before the course start date, but they must submit their application before their current visa expires. The new course must start within 28 days of the current visa’s expiration. Decisions are usually made within eight weeks.

Additional Financial Information

Due to unique financial regulations in specific regions, parents from these areas are required to pay the full year’s school fees upfront as part of the visa process. This helps ensure a smooth and timely visa application. As the list of affected countries can change, we will inform you with plenty of advance notice should this apply to you. In the meantime, please feel free to contact us at boardingadmissions@caterhamschool.co.uk for the most up-to-date information or if you have any questions.

Pupils must not travel to the UK before the start date fiven on their visa.
After applying, pupils aged 16 or 17 may be asked to attend an interview with an Immigration Officer to confirm their status as a "genuine student." It’s important that pupils feel comfortable discussing their chosen subjects, accommodation, and post-study plans, as well as having a basic understanding of Caterham School.
Visa Administration Charge
A visa administration charge of £400 will be added to the first term’s bill for pupils requiring a Child Student visa. This fee covers the administration costs and the issuance of the CAS (Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies).
Receiving Your eVisa
Following a decision from the UK Visa and Immigration Service (UKVI), successful applicants will receive a digital immigration status (evisa). This status can be viewed and shared online through the 'UK Immigration: ID Check' app. Please note that biometric residence permits (BRP cards) will no longer be issued for new visa applications under the eVisa system.
For further details, please refer to the UK Visa & Immigration (UKVI) website..
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